: ONS IR INL, ET; 
Vato his Grace His lag :ſties high Commiſhoner, 
and the right Hononrable the Eſtates of Park- 
ament, The PETI-FION - of the Town of 
Kello for, themſelves, and the other Burgbs of 

Regalitie .and Barrome within the Shire of 
\Roxburgh, 

|  Againit | 

___ Mr. John Buchan. 


Humbly ſheweth, | ;s . | 
Hat whereby the 31. A&, of the 4rh. Sefſion of this current Parliament, intitulate, 


| At, for:'the Communication of Trade 5 Their Majeſties and rhe Eftites of Parha- 
ment, did ratifie and approve a Contraq, paſlt bet wixt the Convention of:he Roy- 
Burrows, and Mr. John Buchan their Agent, for communicarine the berefit of Traile to 
rghs of Regality and Barony, «nd ordained {icklike Exe. u 19n to-pals againſt the 
tghs of Regality and Earror.y, for inbringing the Proportion ot the Eu rden to be payed 
by them, for relief of the Royal Burrows, which any of them had alreddy, or (hould 
ereafter agree unto, in conſideration of the benefite of Trade, communicate to them, 
cklike and in the ſame manner, as is uiual for inbringing of the Ceis, payable to their 
ajeſties by the Royal Burrows, and ordained the, ſaid Communication of Trade, to be 
xrpetuat to the ſaid Bnrghs of Reg.lity and Barony, apon paying or relieving the Royal 
urrowes of a juſt proportion of the 1co po'1nds oft the Tax-roll:-impoled upon them by 
(Ct of -Parliament, efeiring and correſpondent to their” Trade, with power to the Royal 
urrowsto condeſcend upon the ſaid proportion equally, and 1n cale of Viitake or ine- 
quality, allowing the ſaid Burghs of Reg1lity and Barony to apply themſelves to the Par- 
ament, for regulating and determining the toreſaid '\quofz, according as they {hill tee fit 5 
ince which A the ſaid Mr.: Joh» Buchan hath upotrpreteuce of the tore(21d Contratt paſt 
etwixt him and the Burrows, without any formal Agreement, with the Purghs of Rega- 
ity and Barony impoſed on them, {uch Stents as he thought fitting to proportion, and tor 
ing thereof, ordered quartering ſummarily, at his own hand, to the great prejudice and 
jiſturbance of the Inhabitants of the ſaids Burghs, by putting them to unneceſſary Charges, 
0 raiſing Suſpenſions, and otherwiſe defending themſelves, againſt ſuch an Hlegal and ar- 
itrary procedure z For Authorizing whereof, the ſaid Mr. Job has procured an Ad of 
e Convention of Burrows.,of the date tre 18. of Nov. 1697. years, whereby the Burrows 
Loyal have proportioned the Duties payable by the ſeveral Burghs of Regality and Paron 
n the reſpeCtive Shires of the Kingdom, to be exafted by the Royal Burrows, in the ox A 
Phires therein mentioned 3 and particularly, they have given warrand to the Town of Fed- 
rgh for the Shire of Roxl#rgh, to exact of the Petitioners for their Burrows Relie" the 
dum of one /;b. one ſbil, per Menſem, asthe Ad of Burrows herewith produced tcf\ilies; 
hereof your Petitioners conceives, they have juſt reaſon to complain, for tte ® 


QCaio! fr]. 


owing, viz. 1. Becauſe the Quota laid on by the Burghs Royal, upon the wiicle hurzhs 
fRegality and Barony within the Kingdom, for relieving them of t].e tcoreſaid hund:ed 
tb. of the Tax-roll, being 10. 1b. It is abſurd to lay one 1b, one ſh;/., which 1s the ter th 
part and more, of the proportion of that Quota, upon your Petitioners, fince it 15 as clear 
8 the light of the Sun, that your Petitioners does not enjoy the huncreth part of the Trade 
|of the Burghs of Yegality and Barony within the Nation, and why then thev ſhould be ob- 
ped topay a tenth part of that Relief acclaimed by the Burghs Royal. is alt::g-ther t nac- 
conntable. 2 It will fall out by this rule of Proportion, that your petitioners wtll pav als 
much of yearly Ces, for the ſaid pretended Penefit of their (Communication ot Trade by 


export and import, :s the Burgh of Jedburgh, which 1s a Roval Eurgh, and 
the head Town of the Shire ; And ir is 2 falſe Pretence thar is alledged by 
Mr John Buchan for juſlifying hereof, viz. That your Petitioners have as much bene- 
it by the Tradeas the Town of Fedbvreh, and if it were true, it isa moſt fooliſh Argument, 
and cannor juſtifie the ſaid Impoſition, becauſe the Impoſition upon the Burgh of Jed. 


mrgh, is all that they pay for the Burghs Free-holding of the King, both for their Tene- 
ments 


* 


ments, Burrow-Aikers and Trade, whereas your Petitioners are ſtented for their Te 
ments and Lands with the reſt of the Shire, and to make them pay alſe much for the Cog] -&-.- 
municatton of Trade in Exporting and Importing morethan is already allowed them þ1 Li 
former Ads, as a free Town does for all, both their Tenements, Burrow-Aikers, Con ®j 
mon-good and Trade, 1s moſt grols and ablard Eſpecially ſeing there is not aboy] .. - 
ſix perſons in the hail [Burgh of Regality and Barronie within the Shire of Roxury By 
that does Traffick with Ergland by Export and Import, 3. the petitioners living :Jal B 
In-land Towns, far remot from any Sea Port, they can have but litt-l Occaſion for Ex ſer. 2 
porting the Staple Commodity of the Kingdom, more then is allowed to all th419**1 
Leidges, by former Adcts of Parliament made in favours of the Burghs of Regalj the. 
and Barony 3; And which to this day ftand unrepealed, and alſe ſmall Occafion fgt!9Þ | 
Import of Forraign Commodities, their ſmal Trade conſiſting princpally in Retailingth< 
fuach Commoditys asare Bought by them, from the free Men of Royall Burghs, which is a1;3th< iC 
allowed to them by the former ACts of Par/iament, 4. If this quora ſhal continue, whic) Pail 
precceding Lambas 1697,amounts to 6070 /ib. 11 ſh. 6d. Scots,and to ten /;b. ten /h.Ster] agair 
Monthly, fince and in time coming, conform to the Ceſs Roll, and not be Reſtriftea| years 
the reaſing thereof will bread ſuch unſuperable Difficultys,and give theſe poor Inhabitany 224 
in thole petcie Burghs, ſuch Occaſion of Clamour upon the Oppreſſion, that it will teng| {21d 
both to the ruine of the Inhabitants, and rhe loſs of their Maſters Rents, for a few jn| BYrZ 
the Town of Kelſo being Feuers, who hold of the Earl of Roxburgh for Payment of ; Burr 
conſiderable Fen Duty, and ſome in Hawickfor Payment of the Jike Fen Duty to the| Fa! 
Dutches of Ba!clygh, and ſome in Melroſs to the Earl of Hadingtosr, all the reſt ar| £01 
meer Tennents, who have a ſufficient burden of Rents upon-them, and ſuch as are jn.| P\r# 
oazed in Brewing, are burdened with the Excyſe, and petty Mechanicks can ſcarce live by} . © 
their Trade, fo that all the benefit your Petitioners can have by this Communication of| th 
Trade, ammounts to no leſs than an unſupportable Burden for the reliving of the Royal Ro. 
Burrows, far beyond the benefit Communicat to your petitioners therefore. 
ree 
ablk 
I: is therefore hambly craved,that his Grace his Majeſties highCommiſſuner, and the | B=: 
HonourableEſtates of Parliament,would take the Premiſes to their ſeriou:Conſideration, | AN 
and that they may be pleaſed either to reſti the Proportion of the Relief impoſed upax'| (en 
your Petitioners by the Royal Burrows, with reſpe@ to the proportion of the Benefit the'| 2 
Petitioners has by the Communication of Trade to them, which will ſcarce amount to\| Ut 
the hundred part of the Trade to beCommunicat as ſaid is,and far leſs tothe tenth part | 1: 
thereorof elſe to allow your Petitioners torepudiat the Benefite of theC emmunication of | .5 
forraignTrade offered to them,and to enjoy the priviledges of In-land, Trade competent | Ce 
to them by former Laws conceived in their favours, by ſelling the native Produdt of | 1- 
therr on'n Countrey, or Retailing forraign Commodities bought from the Freemen of | & 
Royal-Burghs. And your Petitioner ſhall ever pray. Ne 


pa 


